In the Outer Court

also they may be made to falter on the Path. There-
fore it is that they learn that the only safety for
them is in living within the light of the Higher Self;

therefore it is that they realize that they dare not
stand at the Gate of the Temple until that Light
shines out radiantly within them and therefore they
are ever striving to make themselves absolutely
translucent. For how shall they dare to pass into a
Light to which everything that is light here is but as
shadow; how shall they dare to pass into a Light at
which no impure eyes can look for the dazzling
quality of its rays, making all that we call virtue
seem imperfect of achievement, and all that we call
beauty but as ugliness and as flatness ; how shall
they dare to go within the Temple, where the eyes
of the Master shall rest upon them, and they shall
stand, the Soul naked, in His presence ; how shall
they dare to stand there, if within the heart there
be still one stain of imperfection, and if when He
looks into the heart there be found there one soil
to offend the purity of His gaze ?

Therefore is it that in this Outer Court things
that are painful in the world outside become as joy,
md the suffering that purifies is the most welcome
of friends; therefore is it that the pattern of all
Yogis, He who is said to be Himself the Great Yogi,
the Master and the Patron of all; therefore is it
that He stands ever in the burning-ground, and that
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